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“Rebbe’s
0

Adapred from the Works of
the Rebbes of Lubavirch

Educarion in The Light of Chassidus

The Educarional “Eual Opportunities” Legislation

No one would hesitate to tell you, that raising one’s
children ought to be amongst one’s top priorities. But
when the Rebbe Rashab awarded it unprecedented sig-
nificance during the farbrengen of Simchas Torah 5660,
everyone was taken by surprise.

He said: “Just as it is a Biblical obligation to donTefillin
each day, it is equally incumbent upon each and every
person to devote one half hour each day to educating
one’s children and family.”

Think about it: The Mitzvah of donning Tefillin is a
Biblical commandment. Moreover, the  Talmud
(Kiddlushin 35b) tells us that Tefillin, is analogized to the
entire Torah and many laws are studied from it.

In addition, the theme of Tefillin is the subordination
of one’s heart and mind to the Almighty. The heart and
mind are the 'rulers’ over one’s body and soul. Thus, com
paring education to Teffilin awards it exeptional signifi-
cance, indicating that its importance is equivelant to rul-
ing the heart and mind.

Accordingly, one can understand the immense signif-
icance of teaching and influencing one’s wife and chil -
dren. For the Rebbe Rashab chose to compare it to a
commandment that is (in addition to being Biblical)
equivalent to the entire Torah, having bearing on one’s
mind, heart, and entire demeanor.

Indeed, this is contrary to the notion entertained by
some, that those who engage in teaching something ele-
mentary to their families, act ‘beyond the letter of the
law’; They, however, who have no time are exempt from
this because they must study Torah, daven ba‘arichus etc.

For in addition to the likelihood that their perception
of this is erroneous; yet, even in keeping with their pre-
sumption, teaching a simple thing to one’s family serves
to enhance their conduct in vital and fundamental mat-
ters, making their awareness an essential concern.

Hence the lesson, that just as one would not consid-
er anything to be of paramount importance to the entire
Torah or to the Mitzvah of donning Tefillin - which is
analogized to the entire Torah and has bearing on one’s
service of the heart and mind, by the same token, the
education and guidance of one’s family, should be of

identical significance.

the women, through which Avrohom ‘bought’ the
Almighty.

This certainly holds true in our generation, where this
forms the foundation of one’s entire home as well as the  ;

one who dwells within it (the husband). One should,

therefore, not minimize the time spent on teaching and

guiding one’s household.

A Call 10 Task

This is in contrast to the opinion that teaching women
and girls is a ‘modern’ innovation and can be carried out
by others, for, in such matters our sages tell us (Kiddushin

his emissary”.

In addition, others have fewer means of approach
and lack insight to the appropriate language to explain
these concepts to them as the husband or father has.

m

are no ‘kid goats’, there are no ‘he-goats

of the young generation is contingent upon this.

Rebbe invested much effort into disseminating the well-
springs of Chassiclus in a manner comprehensible to

women and girls, particularly in the Yiddish language, so

that they be able to study Chassiclus as well.

(Mishley 14:1) “The wise among women builds her
home.” (Sicha, Kislev 19, 5716 - unedited)
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A Labor of Love

Our sages (Sanhedrin 19b) teach us: “One who teaches
Torah to the children of one’s fellow, is deemed to have born
them.” This is studied from the juxtaposition of the verse
“these are the offspring of Aharon and Moshe” to the verse
that proceeds to state “these are the children of Aharon.”

It is thus understood, that although Aharon bore these
children, Moshe, however, taught them. They are therefore
referred to as “the offspring of Aharon and Moshe.”

Of course, the process of birth cannot occur without

i prior pregnancy, the pains of childbearing, caring for the
:infant and providing it with all that it need.

The verse (Devarim 20:19) states, “for man is like the tree

of the field.” Metaphorically, one may draw a comparison
i from the labor, toil and effort invested in the guidance and

This concept s reflected in the teachings of our sages :education of a student, to that of the effort and toil of sow-

(Sanhedlrin 57b) regarding the verse ( Bereishis 18:19),
“for | have cherished him, because he commands his chit
dren and household after him.” He, (Avrohom) taught it yield produce.
justice to *his children’ and charity to his ‘household ie.
of growth, sowing and planting. Yet both require plowing,
¢ for without plowing there cannot be orderly growth.

ing the seeds of the field. First one must plow the field,
preparing the ground to receive the seeds, and only then can

It is commonly known that there are two distinct forms

Planting demands additional toil in contrast to sowing, as
one must also hoe, irrigate, etc.

Yet, the fruits yielded by planting are surely of greater
quality than the grains of the field, produced by simple sow

i ing as these differences are well known.

By the same token, a similar moral is true concemning the

manner of education and guidance of students - each in
i keeping with his nature, some being businessmen who fix
{ times for Torah-study, as well as those who regularly study
¢ Torah and teach it's precepts.

41a), “itis a greater Mitzvah for him to perform it than for

The skillful gardener knows that the entire growth of a

i tree, its pruning, leaves and numerous fruit as well as their
¢ good taste, is entirely contingent upon his effort, toil and
concern for all the details related to its cultivation, hoeing
i and irrigation in its appropriate time.

Our Sages tell us (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 51a): “if there

. Children are ;- os teachers and educators, concerned in heart and mind

the 'kid goats’ who are destined to become the ‘he goats' ¢ ith the fine education of their pupils. Lovingly, with inner

within the coming years. Thus, any effort on one’s part o :  affection, coupled with all necessary fortitude and strength

fUrther enhance their education iS inSUfﬁCient, relative to to monitor and keep a Sharp eye on every step they take.

the enormity of the call of the hour; for the entire image ¢ Guiding their strides, educating, enlightening and assisting
¢ them with good advice, teaching them to uplift the ‘tzurah’
For this reason, my saintly father-in-aw, the [previous|

(lgros Kodesh Rayatz, vol. 3, p. 300)

Blessed be the students who grow in the hands of virtu-

(one’s spiritual essence) over the ‘chomer’ - physical matter.

Spending Your Time Wiskely

My father proclaimed at a farbrengen: Just as wearing tefillin

Now all that is necessary is that the ‘intermediaries’ - every day is a mitzva commanded by the Toreh to every indi-
the father’s and hushand's - fulfill their duty as being the vidual, regarcles of his standing in Torah, whether deeply
‘channels’ through which they will establish and influence + leamed or simple, s0 o he absolute duty for every person
) 2 L ) ¢ to spend a half hour every day thinking about the Torah-educa-
the ‘ezras nashim’to fulfill their role expressed in the verse © fion of children, and to do everything in his power-and beyond

his power - to inspire children to follow the path along which
i they are being guided. (Hayom Yom, Teves 22)
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Keep Our of Reach of Children (and Parents!)

The atmosphere of a Jewish home is intended
to serve as fertile ground for the cultivation and
growth of Jewish children.

To ensure a healthy environment, consider -
able effort should be devoted to permeating
one’s home with sanctity and holiness.

By the same token, it is of utmost importance
to protect one's home from influences which are
inconsistent with the spirit of Yiddishkeit. A rele-
vant example of this, is of course, the television.

The Rebbe says:

Concerning television, this is indeed a “pirtzah
gedolah” - a great breach of moral values. Even
the gentiles have recently raised a hue and a cry
in opposition, being that it consumes (“makes a
heap of”) one’s children, and they are therefore
seeking to retract it as much as is only possible.

Woe to us (“och un vei”) that we Jews must
learn by the example of the gentiles.

This holds true particularly in light of the
recent incident involving four Jewish boys, as
well as various similar incidents of killings and
murders. Everyone agrees that the primary cause
of these events is rooted in the viewing of televi-
sion and movies, where one observes murder,
[bloodshed] and shootings.

Indeed, despite one’s insistence that person-
ally one watches only the ‘frum,” permissible pro-
grams, this nevertheless furnishes an excuse for
one’s children to attempt to watch other prohib-
ited programs, with the excuse that if their par -
ents are allowed watch television, they may as
well. This is true particularly in America where
children don’t completely obey their parents.

Furthermore, who can guarantee that the par-
ents themselves will not stumble; today watching

a legitimate program, the next day catching a

glimpse of some other program, until slowly-but-
surely even forbidden programs become entirely

permissible...
There once was a time when one would

avoid walking past a ‘kloister’ (church), walking :
around it instead. A Jewish mother would pre - the child's name should be written.
vent her child from coming within close proximi-
ty of a kloister’ or glancing at a ‘cross’. Yet, today
i thing from the chumash (Torah), say a prayer or utter a

with television, one actually draws the very

‘kloister,” ‘galach” (priest) and ‘cross’ into one's :
: tzedakah box - (of course excluding the days of Shabbos
¢ and Yom Tov).

very own home - heaven forbidl!

Keep an Eye on the ‘Cross’roads

In the past, one would endure selfsacrifice to
avoid listening to the sermon of the ‘galach. But
today through television, one brings the ‘galach’
i regard to all of the above, accordingly, in additon to
i making your personal private quarters into a place of

This, in fact, was the motto of the ‘enlighten-

ment’ movement who preached, “be a Jew at Torahstudy, prayer and good deeds -

into one’s very own home.

home but a Man in the street” and it was a

movement that enlisted many virtuous, ordained : o PAICS :
¢ cious days, how they actually utillize their personal sic-

What, indeed, was the fault of their approach? d, chumash and tzedakah box.

In reality, the Shulchan Aruch does not preclude

such a perspective. In fact, one need not march .
perP ¢ good deeds, upon whom the entire Torah and mitzvos

orthodox Jew. What, then, was the fallacy of their stand.

rabbis.

through the street proclaiming that one is an

slogan?
However, irrespective of the rationale, the

amongst their children and grandchildren.

You should endeavor to rectify this in your
city, and you can even begin here in New York,

here. (Likutei Sichos vol. 18, p. 459)
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i Temple, by placing a Chumash, Siddur and Tzedaka box

care

vate quarters i.e. room, bed, table and so on, into a
: “Mikdash Me‘at” - “miniature holy Temple”, a place of
¢ Torahstudy, prayer and kind deeds.

Build Your Own Sancruary

In 5747 (1987) the Rebbe launched a global cam-
paign to encourage each and every Jewish child to make
his/her room into a “Mikdash Me‘at” - a miniature Holy

in their room.
The Rebbe said:

Each and every Jewish child, boy and girl, wherever
he (or she) may be, is requested to make his (or her) pri

To do this, every child should place in his (or her)

¢ room, in a place where all can see, his (or her) very own

chumash (or another sefer of Torah), a siddur, and
tzedakah box.

In addition, the children should write on them

“Lahashem ha’aretz umeloah” - “the world, and all that is

in it - belongs to Hashem,” then, below this inscription,

Considering that the child cherishes them, they will of
course, be used each day; The child should study some-

bracha from the siddlur, and drop a coin for charity in the

In this regard, a special twofold request is asked of all
parents, educators, and directors:

Considering that it is your responsibility (as well as
your incredible merit) to educate Jewish children in

It would be appropriate for (you) educators to inquire
of the children from time to time, particularly on auspi-

For, one of the basic elements of Jewish education is
to impart the three pillars of Torah-study, prayer and

These ought to be deeply inculcated within them, so

that these values will continue to shape their lives even
. . i upon establishing - with G-d's help - a Jewish home of
fact remains that no remnant of Judaism was left : " o :

¢ their own, with children and grandchildren for many

© generations to come.

It is also requested of all of those who hear this, to

publicize this message particularly amongst those who

as the issue is in profound need of rectiication © areinvolved in the education of children. (Sefer Hasichos

L 5747v0l.1,p.347)
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Educarion in THe Light of Chassidus

‘Soul” Responsibiliry

Before a child is born, its soul dwells in its celes
tial abode in Heaven, in readiness to descend into
its material accomplice, to fulfill its mission, here in
this physical world.

Of course, in such an elevated state, the soul
remains unfettered by materialism and its resulting
challenges.

That being said, can the soul possibly entertain
the notion of guaranteeing its righteousness after
its birth? After all, it is totally ignorant of what
‘wickedness’ and ‘righteousness’ really mean!

The Rebbe explains:

The Alter Rebbe begins the Sefer HaTanya with
quoting the following dictum (Nidda 30b) of our
sages: “They have him swear that he will be right-
eous and not be wicked.”

Here, the famous question is posed: who is the
one who swears? - The soul is, at that point, inca-
pable of taking an honest oath!

My saintly father-indaw the [previous] Rebbe
once explained, that the above dictum indicates
that this vow is actually elicited from the parents of
each and every child, obligating them to assure that
their child will be ‘righteous’ and not ‘wicked.’

That s, the parents must conduct themselves in
amanner that they can be confident that their off-
spring will be ‘righteous’.

True, a child ultimately grows up, gains inde -
pendence and is granted the freedom to choose
between right and wrong,

However, our sages tell us, “Chanoch lan‘ar al
pi darko gam ki yazkin lo yasur mimenah” - teach
the child in his manner, so that when he grows old
he will not deviate from it.

That is to say, the responsibility of setting the
child on the righteous path is placed upon the par-
ents, so that when the child eventually grows old,
he will continue to live in this spirit.

Yet, in addition to the child’s upbringing after its
birth, the Tanya teaches that an integral component

of the chid's makeup, namely one’s fvushim’ - her child - from very young onward - the vitality and spirit of

. L Yiddishkeit; thus succeeding in raising ‘sons and daughters’
h - he : " :
though,speech and deed)- are determined by the i who engage in the study of Torah and the fulfilment of it's

; Migvos,ina wholesome, beautiful manner, in all respects, both

All the more so concerning their general mode spiritually and physicaly.

‘garments’, (i.e. the intrinsic nature of one’s

measure of sanctity practiced by the parents
throughout the child’s conception.

of conduct:

tion or influence upon their own private quarters.

What's Expected When Expecring

be “righteous’ and not ‘wicked".

My saintly father-indaw, the [previous| Rebbe, i
once proclaimed, “kol hakodosh b'yisroel” - the
responsibility of all that is holy and sanctified to the
Jewish nation, “nimsirah I'hanoshim b'yisroel” - the

Torah has conveyed to the care of Jewish women.  Torah and Mitzvos; to the point that even when the child grows

old (‘lo yasur mimenah’), ‘he will not deviate from it’, maintain-
Firstly, this refers of course, to the comprehen- : ing this inherited affection and endearment toward the Torah
i and its Mitzvos. (Sefer Hasichos 5752 vol. 2, p. 357)

Furthermore, in regard to the conduct of one’s
household: childbearing in keeping with the code

of taharas hamishpachah (family purity), as this has

What does “all that is holy” constitute?

sive chinuch - upbringing of one’s children.

inherent bearing on the child’s birth in purity.
Additionally this concerns one’s sanctified conduct
during the child’s conception, as elucidated in
Tanya, as well as one’s general routine conduct.

Jewish nation” refers to feeding one’s children

flesh.
- In the spirit of the explanation of the Ramban
for the prohibition to eat various impure foods and

Kislev 19 5721 - unedited)
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TN }?9’5"? yave . PR e, hid's Uobringi ddi i le of such
- . : chi 's upbringing. In addition to playing a role of such nature,
TR JUPTON PN PRYINY i the Jewish mother plays an essential role in imparting the joy of

Judaism to her children.

The Zest for WHat's Best

Oftentimes, the mention of parental education may bring to
mind the prohibitive, restrictive role a parent plays in their

The Rebbe explains:
Concerning the education of Jewish children - the primary

component formulating their foundations for life - practical

experience maintains that effective, successful education is
contingent upon the efforts of the child’s mother, especially

i with regards to young children. In fact, the younger the child is,
the more its education is dependent on the mother.

For, it is particularly the Jewish mother who implants within

Thatis, in addition to succeeding in teaching her children the

A parent s responsible to assure that the-fiumas ordinary observance of Torah and Mitzvos, the Jewish mother

zeh’ (impure influence) has absolutely no domina- imparts within her children a unique affection and warmth

towards Torah and Mitzvos; through her innate refined and lov-
¢ ing nature, characteristic of Jewish women. Their child's warmth
toward yiddishkeit should be so apparent, that one can point to
Indeed, herein lies the responsibility of raising their children and say, “this is my G-d and | will beautify him”

children in a manner that ensures that the child will (Shemos 15:2).

As exhibited, for example, by the remarkable custom of
Jewish mothers, to sing to their very young children, yet while
still lying in the cradle, that Torah is the best thing, the sweetest
thing, the most beautiful thing etc.

This in tumn, inculcates a deep, cherishing love towards

Chassidic - By Association

The previous Rebbe once related:
When | was a very young child, | was present by a farbren-

gen that the chassidim held in our succah during the days of sim-
¢ chas beis hashoevah (chol hamoed Succos). When the hour was
late, | fell asleep. When | awoke in the morning, | still found (the
Most pointedly however, “all that is holy to the
i brenging together.
kosher foods, because foods become subsequent-

ly ingrained within them as part of their ‘blood and mother, the Rabbanis, had entered the Succah and attempted to

take me into the house. My father (the Rebbe Rashab), howev-
er, didn’t permit her, saying: “Let him wander about amongst
¢ chassidim, and the Almighty shall help (that) ‘er zol zich oisval-
animals, being that they generate unclean tem - § geren
peraments within the one who ingests them. (Sicha,

chassidim) Reb Hendel and Reb Shmuel Boruch sitting and far-

When [ had fallen asleep on a bench the night before, my

m

- his wandering will achieve the desired effect.
My father then blessed me with Arichas Yamim - long life.

(Sefer Hama‘amorim 5711, p. 90)
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Educarion in the Light of Chassidus

THe Rebbes of Lubavirch

Faith: All or None!

My saintly fatherin-law the [previous] Rebbe
related: There was a melamed (teacher) who,
while teaching Chumash and Tanach to young
children, would endeavor to garb the various
miraculous stories in somewhat more realistic,
rational terms. When, however, he would
encounter issues that he failed to grasp intellec-
tually - he would omit them.

The melamed maintained that his conduct
was legitimate, seeing that the appropriate
approach to education ought to be one of
‘chanoch lana‘ar al pi darko” - educating a child
‘according to his way'.

That is, he continued, itis particularly difficult
for young children, especially young girls, to
grasp wondrous concepts. Therefore, one
should impart these gradually; first the concepts
existing within the natural order, then the mira-
cles implemented within nature, and finally, the
miracles that transcend nature.

When word of this reached the Rebbe
Rashab - he rejected this approach completely.

At first glance, one could argue that the
melamed actually had a point. Why, the impor-
tance of educating a child ‘according to his way’
(gradually) is pointed out in numerous places,
beginning with the Rambam, who maintains that
one should teach children by motivating them
with various incentives, relative to their age:

Ayounger child is rewarded with sweets. An
older child is encouraged with the promise of
buying him shoes, awarding him with honors
etc,, until ultimately teaching him to study Torah
Lishmah - for the sake of Heaven.

In addition, similar principles seem to be
applied to chassiclus - the luminescence of Torah
-as elucidated in the chapter Chanoch Lana’ar in
Tanya. What, then, is the fallacy of this approach?

The response to this is as follows: Only intel-
lectual ideas can be divided into segments and

conveyed gradually. First explaining simpler prin-
ciples, then gradually conveying deeper con -

Torah, and is eventually introduced to more
complex issues.

Faith, however, is indivisible. The inherent
nature of faith is quintessential: highly concen -
trated essential simplicity. Faith can therefore,

not be conveyed in segments. It is either con - i

veyed entirely - or not conveyed at all

A Lifetive GuARANTEE

Thus, an attempt to convey faith in pieces-in

addition to failing to achieve one’s goal - would
be only detrimental. Either the child is taught that :
the Almighty is the one singular being of exis -

portion of faith, it is in fact, no faith at all!

On the contrary, when one attempts to
rationalize miracles in rational terms, this only
serves to convey a conflicting message.

Thus, the ultimate objective of teaching faith

should maintain a core, simplistic faith in the
Almighty that transcends the intellect.

This is the authentic meaning of the verse :
(Mishley 22:6), ‘chanoch lana‘ar al pi darko - gam
ki yazkin lo yasur mimenah’ - educate a child
according to his way, so when he grows old he

will not deviate from it:

Itis precisely when a child is young, that one
must implant within him/her an instinctive faith
in the Almighty as He transcends nature, fortify-

5721 - unedited)
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Nothing Novel

When the undercurrents of Secular Judaism sprang up in the year 5669
(1909), considerable efforts were made to revise the mode of education in the
traditional chadorim. One of the objectives set forth was to substitute the tradi-
:tional, sacred stories of the Torah, with tales and novels that they had concocted,
sapping the cheder of its sanctity and injecting it with the apathy of Secularism.

In this regard, the Rebbe Rashab wrote: Experience has shown, that if one
doesn't embed within the heart of a child when he is yet very young and inno -
cent, the light and sanctity of Torah through it's words and stories that are all firm:
: Iy established upon holy sources - but on the contrary, one gorges them with sto

¢ ries and absurdities contrived by free-thinkers and deceivers -

Why, in this manner the child will be innocently educated sacrilegiously, and

the influence of those books and stories will destroy the sanctity of his soul. What
can be asked of the child?... One who wishes that his child proceed on the right-
£ eous path and wishes to set him on the way of truth and preserve it for life, should
¢ flee and escape from these new methods unprecedented by our forefathers.

cepts. A child isfirst taught the simpler aspects of

Itis a positive commandment of the Torah, incumbent upon each father to

teach his son Torah. In fact, our sages (Succah 42a) tell us, “when a child leams
to speak, his father teaches him Torah and Kriyas Shema.” That s, to implant with-
¢ inthe child, faith in the Almighty and a love of Torah. (Igros Kodesh Rashab, vol.
© 2,p.483)

The Brighrer Side

The Rebbe writes: | was very glad to read in your letter that you endeavor to

relate and permeate within your students (boys and girls), chassidic stories, as well
i as teachings of Chassidus.

Certainly, you will increase your eagerness in this regard, for, after all, this is the
£ entire purpose of man, as itis stated (Koheles 12:13), “The sum of the matter, when

: all has been heard (considered|: Fear G-d and keep His Commandments, for that
s man's whole duty”.
tence, is in ultimate unison with existence and is

infnite, or the chid is not taught faith atall. For @+ en heard” - all should ‘hear’ recognize, “The fear of G-d” - for this is the foun-

dation and root of one’s whole service of G-, “Keep His commandments, for this
i is man’s (ha’adam) whole duty”
belonging to the Hebrew word ‘mah’, which alludes to the luminescence of Torah
¢ - Toras Hachassidus. Thus, the entire man (‘adam’) is contingent upon the lumines-

cence of Torah (‘mah’). (Igros Kodesh vol. 7, let. 1926)
to children, is to achieve that even once the child
grows intellectually, and endeavors to compre-
hend everything within the scope of reason, he
£ when he was at home (as oftentimes he would travel about to attend to his detert
orating health or to minister to communal affairs), upon my return from cheder

The Chassidic interpretation of this is: “The sum of the matter when all has

- ‘adam’ is of the numerical value forty-five,

A Story A Day
The previous Rebbe writes: My saintly father, the RebbeRashab, organized that

each day, he would relate a story to me. Usually it pertained to the various customs
of my saintly ansectors the Rebbeim, as they were related to his father, the Rebbe
Maharash.

He would then explain the story in a manner that | would aptly grasp and the

¢ story would thus be embedded in my memory. He would then conclude - just
about every time - saying, “this is the way  ‘gruntike’ (genuine, upstanding)
i Chassidim ‘ba‘alei avodah’ (engaging in self refinement), would educate their chil-
¢ dren and grandchildren.

ing the faith of the child so that even when ‘he
grows old"he will maintain an intrinsic faith i the: : implant within the very young children the seeds of good character and chassidic
Almighty, beyond reason. (Sicha, Parshas Vaeira : conduct, often vivified with the ‘iving waters’ of teachings of avodah - the labor of

selfrefinement. (lgros Kodesh Rayatz, vol. 13, p. 501)

The Chassidim of the good-old hona fide Chabad Chassidishe cheder, would
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Education in The Light of Chassidus

The Rebbes of Lubavitch

A Role of Distincrion

After miraculously escaping wartor Europe and
arriving safely in the United States, the Rebbe was
appointed by the previous Rebbe, as the chairman of
Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch - the educational arm of the
Chabad Lubavitch movement.

During the year 5706 (1946), the Bais Rivka Schools,
under the auspices of Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch, held
their annual dinner. As the representative of Merkos, the
Rebbe addressed the function. The following is adapted
from the Rebbe’s address, recorded by the Rebbe in his
personal diary:

“When my saintly fatherinlaw the [previous| Rebbe
visited the United States sixteen years ago in 1930, he
took great interest in the condition of Jewish education
here.

Subsequently, upon his return six years ago (on the
ninth of Adar, 1941), he observed the developments that
ensued in the interim, and after a period of preparation,
he founded the network of schools for girls called “Bais
Rivka” or “Bais Sarah”.

However, as with any new project, many objected
to his activities, showering him with all sorts of questions
and queries. Their primary and most potent argument
was rooted in the dictum of our sages (Kiddushin 29b),
that women are exempt from the study of Torah. In fact,
our sages tell us (Sotah 21b), “One who teaches his
daughter Torah, teaches her foolishness”.

..Yet, when considering the present circumstances,
the above discussion is clearly irrelevant. Because, the
education of Jewish girls today, is no longer a question of
whether their Torah study is legitimate, but rather a ques
tion of assuring the continuity and survival of Jewish chik
dren.

For, in most circumstances, they are raised in an envi
ronment submerged in the pursuit of ‘eaming a living’, or
conversely (when with ample livelihood), in an environ-
ment of ambition to simply ‘have a good time’.

As aresult, they fail to sense the theme expressed in
the verse (Shemos 33:16), “Viniflinu ani vamcho mikol
ho’om asher al p'nei hoadamah”- “and I and your nation

On Egual Terms
The previous Rebbe writes: On the tenth of Kislev 5667

¢ (1908), Reb Elimelech Stoleberg, a Chassid of the Rebbe

Maharash, visited Lubavitch.
Amongst the anecdotes that he relayed from my saintly

grandfather - the Rebbe Maharash, was a veritable gem that
:has essential bearing on the very lives of Chassidim.

The Rebbe said: “Amongst ‘geza’ Chassidim (descending

from original Chassidic ancestry), no distinction is made
i between the education of boys and girls.

There are Chassidim who (unfortunately) only educate

their sons with a befitting chinuch, teaching them  darkei
i hachassidus - Chassidic lifestyle and conduct, but forget

i about educating their daughters in the spirit of darkei hachas-

shall be made distinct from every people upon the face
of the earth”. E

That is, from their perspective, Judaism is synony -
mous with restrictions, prohibitions, etc,, perhaps even
personal suffering, simply resulting from their unac - :
quaintedness with the sanctity of these practices. :

Certainly when participating in a charitable endeav-
or, irrespective of the beneficiary, whether an effort relat
ed to Judaism or not, they maintain that they have
already fulfilled their duty completely, both towards the
Almighty, as well as towards their fellow man.

This is indeed, the function of the “Bais Rivka” and :
“Bais Sarah” schools, founded by my saintly fatherindaw

of them bears.

school to create ‘Rebbetzins’?”

Our aim s that every student should recognize her

duty as a bas yisroel, being a member of the Jewish ! \ _ _
i tives, so the ideas can be more easily grasped. Verily, such is

i thesstyle of the sichos in which the ideas are explained clear-
£ ly, along with numerous stories.

nation, and one who will form a Jewish home in the
future, as a Jewish mother.

Surely, for the sake of saving even one soul from

straying from the path of Torah and Mitzvos, we must
grant all we can toward this end. Particularly for girls,in-
i letters etc, was to provide material for Anash to discuss dur-

whom we hope to see the fulfilment of the verse

(Mishley 14:1) “the wise amongst women, each builds
her home”, on the foundations of Torah and Mitzvos.”
¢ through this one will succeed in drawing them close to the
good and the beneficial, and he will guide and educate them

¢ in the darkei hachassidlus - Chassidic lifestyle.
The Rebbe writes: According to the shulchan aruch

(Reshimos, Issue 30, p. 10)
A Modest Head-Start

(Code of Jewish Law), a girl ought to conduct herself

(Likutei Sichos vol. 18, p. 448)

¢ from his studies eventuated his famous work - the

i sidus.

The celebrated commentary on the Torah, the ~ Ohr

¢ HaChaim, would study Chumash with his daughters, and

‘Ohr

¢ HaChaim al Hatorah”"

AN Ideal Educartion

Consider: If fifty five years ago, when all the homes of

i Anash were truly illuminated with the radiance of the inner,
¢ essential light of darkei hachassiclim, yet the lack of ample
¢ Chassidic education for girls was nevertheless felt - how

much more so today, when it is so essential - to the core of

. : : ing - ken within them the intrinsic, essen-
pelpreo et Toimpres g e e 11 B R S
students, that they areb'nos yisroel- Jewish daughters, to P 4 Y INElr parents.

explain to them the sanctity of yidclishkeit, the virtue and

purity that it yields, and the responsibility that each one : 5
¢ them comprehend various complex concepts requiring

That being sai, the response to the second question broad knowledge of abstract intellectual ideas.

posed s also obvious. They asked, “are you founding a
¢ explained to and be comprehended by them. However, to

Yet it is surely obvious that teaching Chassidlus to girls is
aburdensome task as it is quite difficult to explain and have

However, there are concepts in Chassidus that can be

teach these one must present them with ample explanation
and elucidation, coupled with blending in stories and narra-

In fact, a primary objective that | sought to achieve by
permitting the printing of the Sichos, as well as various other

ing farbrengens, as well as, in a certain respect, to provide
material for discussion while at home with one’s family, as

Concerning the question as to what to study with them,

with tznius (modesty) from the age of three years and first one should teach them the -ma‘amar ‘kinyan chayim

one day, and most certainly concerning one who is ten
years and older. One must be mindful, however, that this :

be implemented in pleasant and non-oppressive terms. slowly, explaining them well, regardless of who is teaching.

¢ (lgros Kodesh Rayatz, vol. 3, p. 469)

slowly, thoroughly, explaining it well. In addition, you should
study with them several sichos. These should also be taught

10
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| Education in the Light of Chassidus |

1he Rebbes of Lubavirch

Home Brewed

The previous Rebbe writes:

During the Yom Tov Seudah (meal) of Simchas Torah
5660, my saintly father, the Rebbe [Rashab] said: “Just as
itis an obligation upon every Jew to lay Tefillin each day,
itis, by the same token, a mitzvah incumbent upon every
Jew - each relative to his capacity and intellectual grasp -
to allot atleast one halfhour once every two or three days,
to diligently pursue the guidance and good of one’s chil-
dren and family.”

He then continued and said: “when one builds a
home, he envelops his heart, mind and all his energy into
it, to the point where one ‘mortgages himself, which is
over and above the worth of the energies he invests.”

Of course, one who engages in building becomes bur
dened with debt. It must be this way, for a building built
without investing energy, is no building.

He then explained what is intended with “one mort-
gages oneself”: when one withdraws a mortgage one pro-
cures not only what he owns presently, but all that he
holds in securities and invests this too in the building.

Such is the practice concerning a material edifice

ism of a Jewish person is merely a receptacle for spiritual-
ity, rather than materialism in its own right.

When one builds a home, one affixes a Mezuzah on
the door and assigns several rooms for study and prayer.

Why, itis unfeasible that in a Jewish home one doesn't ¢y the same token, one s obligated to allocate one hour

study Torah, pray, and perhaps on occasion chassidim will  each day to converse with one’s sons, daughters and

drink a ‘chassidishe bissel mashkeh’- a little bit of Chassidic
vodka. For this bit of mashkeh which warms a Jewish ¢ eous path and take interest in their spiritual welfare.”

heart, elevates all of the Torah-study and prayer so that it

can ascend above.

ed, and for which the ‘securities” are enormous!”

indifference and lack of diligent, practical effort, is

(Igros Kodesh Rayatz, vol. 2, p. 385)"

Home ENTERTAINMENT

The Rebbe writes:

In continuation to the aforementioned directives con-
cerning appropriate conduct during farbrengens, it is
absolutely essential that the celebration of Shabbos and
Yom Tov occur, not only in the Beis Hakneses (Shul) or at
the location of the farbrengen, but also in the homes of
each and every one of Anash.

Thus, one ought to arrange for the farbrengen to be
held in a manner that there will yet be time during the
opportune duration of Shabbos, to explain to one’s fami-
ly the thoughts discussed at the farbrengen in a seemly
manner, using the appropriate language for them to
understand. And during these days, there is certainly
ample time to allow a proper farbrengen.

Obviously, one can not give directives to every partic-
ular person, as this is dependent upon the nature of each
person individually. Nevertheless, each person can cer -

selves and one’s household.

therefore circulate the content of these lines amongst
your friends.

education influence these aspects as well, e.g. davening
b’arichus (praying at length), participating in farbrengens
etc.

ticipate in this as well, and one must therefore utilize it,

can find the proper words to explain this. (Igros Kodesh
vol. 10, p. 61)

B

Issue 6

Share Your Zaidy Witk Your Children

The previous Rebbe writes, in a letter assumed to be

e vD"ﬂ&‘ YV .. PR T, addressed to Rabbi Moshe Zalman Feiglin:

TN HUT y s
PR JETIon JTR RN not conducive to the farbrengens of Anash, neverthe-
: less, one must recognize that the veins of every member
¢ of Anash, pulsates with the blood of their righteous,

pious, Chassidic ancestors, who endured selfsacrifice

¢ on behalf of Chassidus and darkei hachassidim -
Chassidic lifestyle.

Although the present state-of-affairs in Australia is

Itis the obligation and duty of each and every one of

¢ Anash to recount to their children, grandchildren and
descendants, their recollections of their ancestors, so
¢ that their children and descendants should themselves
whose building is also a Mitzvah, being that the material-
¢ which they were hewn’,

be acquainted with their lineage and the ‘rock from
My saintly father, the Rebbe [ Rashab] proclaimed

during one of his talks held on Simchas Torah 5661:
“Just as every Jew is obligated to lay tefillin each day,

members of the household, to guide them in the right-

Guiding one's family is an obligation belonging to

¢ the ‘duties of the heart’,
How much more so, concerning an everlasting edifice,

one's spiritual home, for which unique powers are grant- ¢ treasury replete with content and substance, if one only

would make an effort to set his mind and heart on
Based on these holy words, words of tzaddikim that

are alive and endure eternally, | maintain that the notion of :
relinquishing one’s responsibility, or even an element of

Certainly, each and every member of Anash is a

remembering what he beheld in the home of his parents
during his childhood and adolescent years.

Recounting their yiras shomayim (fear of heaven),

: ahavas yisroel (love of their fellow Jew) to one’s family in

accounted for as a in. May the Amighty strengthen your : astyle and language that they understand and identify

health and may you enjoy nachas from your children. with, will yield immeasurable benefit with the help of the

Almighty.

Indeed, when one of Anash relates to his children,

. . o .  grandchildren, descendants and household-members,
tainly gather guidance from this point concerning them - ¢ °, . . -

¢ his memories of his ancestors, their lineage, demeanor
earh this is interded or all Anash and ¢ and lifestyle, this serves as the ultimate memorial to the
Clearly, this s intended for all Anash, and you may souls of his forebears, yielding much delight to the souls
i of one’s parents in the supernal worlds, whose merit wil

give countenance to their children, assisting them mate-
Additionally, it is clear that my intention is not at all that :

Anash indulge in ‘havoyos v'hanochos haolam” - worldly
ethics and values (e.g. returning home early - ed.) - for itis
certainly necessary, and is in fact a ‘must,’ that Chassidic

rially and spiritually. (Igros Kodesh Rayatz, vol. 3, p. 462)
Asking DiRrecrions

The Chassidishe Ba'alei Batim of the previous gener-

¢ ations implanted within their children - without distin -
guishing between boys or girls - an inherent devotion
: and attachment to the Rebbe.

Nevertheless, there is potential for one’s family to par-

Consequently, for all of their concerns, family affairs

and issues of livelihood, they consulted with the Rebbe
together with their full consent, and with little thought one

and followed his instructions, and this was beneficial

both for themselves as well as for their families. ( Sefer
: Hasichos 5700, p. 163)
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Educarion in The Light of Chassidus

1He Rebbes of Lubavirch

“Available Only Through Us!”

For example: To fulfill the commandment of shaking

Amongst the cardinal principles taught in Chassidus is
that the totality of existence endures solely for the sake of
fulfilling the Almighty’s ultimate desire. In addition, all of
existence is, inseparably, G-dliness as well.

How can one impart this to a child? Well, as the
Rebbe related, one Chassid put it this way:

A particular Chassid wrote to me, that he wants his
child to know only of the existence of the Almighty, the
reality of ‘Lubavitch” and nothing more! Being that this is
one’s entire purpose.

Anything beyond them is of no genuine existence,
but rather a simulation, a facade, to the point that it is
questionable whether one is permitted to utter a blessing
over it!

The child should know - he writes - of the existence of
the Almighty and that the Almighty created Lubavitch,
and that no other entity exists!

..One ought to internalize the awareness that
“hesides for the Almighty and Toras Hachassidus, apart
from the Almighty and Torah - nothing else exists!” If
there is indeed any other entity, its sole purpose is for the
sake of fulfilling the will of the Almighty.

The Rebbe Rashab writes:

The virtues of sanctity and faith cannot be simply pur-
chased in the marketplace or at the store, and one must
invest much labor and toil to achieve their instillment. In
addition, they can only be conveyed by G-d-fearing peo-
ple, and through teaching the children holy studies.

In this generation, where in spite of all the labor and
effort parents invest, the children nevertheless disobey
their parents, and are swept away in the surging tides of
modernism, to the great sorrow of their parents -

In such trying times, it is essential to at least endeavor
to implant within them the sense of sanctity of the Torah
while they are still young, and this will assist them in their
progress, and there will still be hope.

A father can say, “I have protected myself, and | tried
to do what | could.” But if at the onset of the child’s

the Lulav and Esrog, one must obtain various items:

for which one must recruit a person to plant the seeds,

blessing over the Esrog grown on this tree.

applies to the whole of existence.

revealed aspect of Torah) as well: Our sages tell us

(Brachos 6b), “What is the intent of the verse ( Koheles
12:13) 'ki zeh kol ha'adam'- for this is the whole of man?

This means that the entire world was only created to
become part of his company”.

Who is this individual for whose sake the entire world
i ('Hear ‘O Israel etc. Gd is One'), one explains that the

exists?

In his introduction to the Pirush HaMishnayos, the
Rambam explains this dictum at great length, and says, ;

“If You Want the Rainbow, You Gorra Pur Up Witk the Rain!”

growth, one implants “root that is fruitful in gall and
wormwood" heaven-forbid, what hope is there?

Their fathers will be brought to justice on this
account, for it is certainly within their power to teach
their children in the traditional way, at least at the onset

(teachers). Then there is, conceivably, still hope.

One ought to give the children at least the potential
to grow as G-dfearing Jews, with the help of the
Almighty. One must gather the strength to resist the
breach of tradition and not permit the spiritual foe and

life will bestow good and pleasant life, with all good, both
spiritually and materially. (Igros Kodesh Rashab vol. 2, p. 485)

“The purpose of the world is to contribute to the wise

¢ scholar” who, as he defined beforehand, is “one who
i endeavors to envision the unity of the Almighty.”

One can further contribute to this, based on the teach-
ings of Chassidlus in interpretation of the Talmudic dictum

i (Tamid 32a), “Who is wise? He who envisions the future

(‘what will be born')":

The ‘wise one” comprehends how all of existence is
‘born” and created ex nihilo by the word of G-d. Given that
the creation ex nihilo occurs continuously at every

¢ moment, itis understood that, in truth, the physical world
¢ has no independent existence, since its whole being is by
£ virtue of the word of G-d that creates it.

This is the meaning of the words of the Rambam, “The

© whole purpose of the world and all therein is for the sake

m,

i of the ‘wise one™”: The whole world is created for the sake
i of the Jew (the ‘wise one’) who senses that the totality of
One must first procure a portion of land, plant a tree, :

existence is not a genuine reality in any sense - “der metz-

ius iz kein metzius nit”.
water the soll, supervise its growth etc. All this, in order
for a Jew to come along in several years time and utter a

Indeed, such awareness results from the study of Toras
Chassiclus Chabad - “Lubavitch” - the portion of Torah that

©teaches the nullity of existence and its lack of independ -

Thus, the existence of the soil and the tree etc, is not
a genuine independent entity, considering that it is mere-
ly of secondary importance to the principle, which is, of ¢ - t1aChassidus whose study generates the awareness of the
course, (the will of) the Almighty. Similarly, this analogy continuous presence of the driving force of the Creator
¢ within creation. (Sicha, 24 Teves 5714 - unedited)

The above is clearly elucidated in nigleh d'Torah (the

ence, as it is created out of nothingness each moment.

One ought to delve into the study of  Toras

Progressive Knowledge

How should one teach children about G-?
In the following Sicha, the Rebbe explains the

© sequence of steps to explain the unity of Gd to children:

When teaching a child “Shma Yisroel - Hashem echad”

Almighty is the ‘melech malchei hamlachim’ - the King
over all the 'kings of kings.’

At this point this suffices for the child to understand

the unity of G-d. There are ‘kings,’ there are kings of kings
and the Almighty is the ‘King" over all other ‘kings of
i kings," and no other 'kingis equivalent to him.

When the child grows older, his previous understanc-

ing is no longer sufficient. One then explains to him that

in truth, there is no sovereignty apart from the Almighty.
of their education, by employing G-dfearing melamdim

That is, in addition to his being the ‘King of all kings,” he is

© the only master present in all of existence, like the “axe in
the hand of the quarryman,” that has no freedom to

i choose, and simply carries out the wil of its possessor. In
fact, in this regard, the unity of the Almighty is greater,
i being that the ‘axe’ itselfis created by Gd.

enemy to enter one’s vicinity. Then you will gain esteem
from your children, for the Almighty will grant you assis-
tance in achieving the noble ways of life. The source of all ¢ sovereignty other than G-d, there is, in fact, no existence
¢ outside of G-d. Not only is G-d one, but there is no exis-
tence other than Gd. (Sicha, Av 20, 5714 - unedited)

In due course, when the child grows older, one
explains to the child that in addition to the presence of no

14
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1He Rebbes of Lubavitch

Put the HorsE In

King Shlomo tells us (Mishley 3:6), “B’'chol
dirachecha da’eihu” - Know G-d in all yours
ways. That is, every aspect of the Jews material,
mundane experience should be permeated with
a Divine objective.

How can one impart an ambition of this kind
to one’s children?

To explain this, the Rebbe draws a remark-
able lesson from the following episode:

Rebbetzin Rivka, the wife of the Rebbe
Maharash once fell ill. The doctor advised that as
a remedy, she should eat immediately upon
waking up in the morning. The Rebbetzin, unwilk
ing to eat before davening, began to wake up
even earlier, in order to eat when she would
ordinarily daven.

Naturally, her arrangement failed to improve
her health. In fact, it only proved more harmful,
as she began to suffer from sleeplessness.

When the Tzemach Tzedek became aware of
this, he told her: “A Jew must be healthy and
strong. The Torah tells us (Vayikra 18:5) in refer-
ence to the Mitzvos, “V'chai Bahem” - one must
live in them. That is, one must infuse ‘life” and
vitality in the Mitzvos. To imbue the Mitzvos with
‘life’, one must be strong, and do so with joy.

Then the Tzemach Tzedek concluded: “It is
better to eat for the sake of davening than daven
for the sake of eating.”

What does davening for the sake of eating
mean, and more importantly, what does eating
for the sake of davening mean?

To preface:

Davening, in this context, is used as a classical
example of all one’s spiritual endeavors and pur-
suits.

Eating, on the other hand, alludes to one’s

Front of the Cart

overall engaging in matters of mundane nature.

‘davening’, may not be associated with each

other. That is, while studying Torah, davening
and observing Mitzvos, one is entirely immersed :
in their performance. When, however, engaging
in mundane matters, one’s spiritual pursuit :
seems to have left no trace of holiness, spirituali-

ty or refinement.

Alternatively, one’s behavior may reflect |

“davening for the sake of eating” where one’s and my father the Rebbe [Rashab] entered [unex-

davening and eating are indeed associated to { pectedly].

one another, but one davens for the sake of eat- :

ing.

reluctance - one is “nebec
Almighty to provide him with sustenance.

A Srirch in Time...

eating”.

The ideal objective is for all one’s mundane

matters to have a sacred goal - “eat for the sake by the hand and escorted me into his room, where

i he reprimanded me saying, “How did you deem it

The ultimate raison d'étre of man's creation is right to eat something before saying Modeh Ani

: ) . ”
not to be wealthy, to have a high rating in Dun  : and without saying a bracha?
and Bradstreet and to be in the 95% bracket of :

income tax. This is not the ultimate purpose of When | finally calmed down, my father said

© Modeh Ani with me.

of davening”.

life.

Rather, man was created so that all his affairs

be carried out with a sacred goal. To study Torah | follows: Firstly, I stood upright, placed my feet

with tranquility, observe the Mitzvos expansive- together, straightened my ‘taliskatan” (Tzitzis) and

ly and give charity generously - to “eat for the
¢ word. (Sefer Hama'amorim 5710, p. 62)

sake of davening’.
In light of the above, this lesson has particular

one of whom became a Nassi (leader) of Israel.
For, it is particularly within the mother’s capaci-
ty to impress upon her children - even while stil
lying in the crib - to “eat for the sake of davening” -
to conduct all their affairs purely for the sake of
¢ Heaven. Then, even when there is food to eat, it

© has no taste [of its own].

Thus, in the effort to raise children to conduct

© themselves in the spirit of “B'chol dirachecha da’er
© hu” (“know Gd in all your ways”), their mother
must, in turn, conduct herself in this fashion, for it is
It is possible, that one’s ‘eating’ and one’s :

she who instills this feeling within them.

In this spirit, they succeed in raising children of
stature, who grow up to become leaders in Israel,
who know how to daven, have what to eat, and eat
with a Gdly intent. (Likutei Sichos vol. 1, p. 152)

First Things First

The previous Rebbe writes:
One morning, my mother had served breakfast,

He asked my mother if she had said Modeh Ani

with me. | broke down in tears.
That is to say: Although one adheres to the
Shulchan Aruch in all one’s affairs, one’s 1 served him several droplets of milk and a morsel

approach to observing the Mitzvos is one of : of kichel’ (cake).”

" dependent on the

“He was [very] hungry,” replied my mother, “so

“And did he say a bracha on the ‘kichel’ and the

milk before saying Modeh Ani¢”

“The child is trembling with fear!” my mother

He thus proceeds to the Almighty with his plealed.
‘creditslip” entitling him to receive ‘reimburse-

ment’ for his prayer - he “cavens for the sake of : Modeh Aniand doesn't say a bracha first, one

: ought to tremble.”

My father answered: “If one eats before saying

Without heeding my tears, my father took me

[ was so distressed that | couldn’t utter a word.

The way | stood while saying Modeh Ani was as

bent over slightly. Then, I said Modeh Ani word for

16
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Educarion in The Light of Chassidus

“Those Qils Aint Oils”

Throughout the ages, the Jewish nation
wandering about in exile has endured the
unyielding persecutions of their gentile
neighbors.

Each nation posed its own unique threat
to the survival of Jewish life. Some engaged
in open battle, while others implemented
subtler means of oppression.

A classical example of the latter is exhibit
ed in the story of Chanukah.

The Greek oppression (essentially)
sought to eliminate the inherent division
between the Jewish people and society at
large.

They said, “k’chol hagoyim beis yehudah”
- the Jewish people ought to adapt to the
modes and cultures of society rather than
remain a unique identity, independent and
indifferent to the rest of civilization.

The approach of the Greek oppression -
to dissolve the division between the Jewish
and gentile nations - manifests itself in a sim-
ilar outlook toward Jewish education, i.e.
raising a child to pursue and aspire to live like
the gentile society.

In truth, the Greek method of oppression
poses a far greater threat to the continuity of
the Jewish nation than a decree forbidding
Torah-study and fulfillment of Mitzvos.

For a decree prohibiting religious obser-
vance is temporary and shortived. Thus, at
the moment the decree is annulled, Jews
subsequently return to studying Torah and
observing the Mitzvos.

Yet, a greater threat to Jewish survival
exists when the oppression is such, that Jews
are persuaded by society to assimilate and
raise their children to pursue “goyishkeit” -
secularism, sensuality etc., as this yields con-

The catalyst to such a condition is

from the traditional Torah path.

Oftentimes, in the attempt to illuminate a
child’s life, one may consider using ‘goyishe”
that promises to yield benefit for the

child, Why, does it really make a difference Your naticzn shall be exalted above all the nations upon the face of
. i theearth.
what oil one uses? As long as the flame is

bright and luminous - what harm can this i . :
i particularly for the children of Tzivos Hashem: Although there may

be many “nations upon the face of the earth”, nevertheless the
i Jewish people stand apart from all other nations, “/ and Your nation

Chanukah therefore teaches that when shall be exalted”.

seeking to illuminate a Jewish home or the
education of a Jewish child, one must use
the glow of pure light from holy undefiled olil.

"
oil

cause?

Arrificial Lighr

The division between the Jewish people A :
¢ proclaiming that all of heaven and earth (“everything”) was creat-

: ed by the word of the Almighty. Only after pronouncing a blessing

dleaned from ‘Greek ols', its effect is two : may he eat or drink. Thus the Children of Israel are set apart from

fold: Not only does it fail to illuminate the :

and the Gentile nations must remain intact.
For if a child is raised with principles

appropriate course in life, but actually
encourages the child to depart from the

Jewish tradition and embrace a Hellenistic
nations”.

life instead - to “Become a Hellenist.”

Of course, a Jew remains a Jew under all :
¢ ignorant of this, it is incumbent upon the children of “Tzivos

circumstances as he has no freedom to

choose otherwise. Yet in the realm where
one is granted freedom of choice, he can of

course, adopt to a new Hellenistic lifestyle.

In light of the above, one can begin to
understand the importance of maintaining a
firm division between the Jewish people and :
¢ Jew conducts his life in a manner “distinct to all the nations”. (Sicha
to the education of Jewish children. (Likutei :

the Gentile nations, especially with regards

Sichos vol. 20, p. 439)

B
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¢ totality of the Jew’s service of the Almighty “I am not created but

Care

© cerning matters that society deems trivial and insignificant; those
¢ that one “treads upon with his heel”.

Walk Before You Run
The Rebbe writes:

..l know of no other means to further explain to each one of
them that the intent of our sages in their statement expressing the

only to serve my master,” is not necessarily to perform astounding
deeds - like the ‘eight golden garments of the Kohen Gadol.’

Rather, its intent and objective is for each of us to implement
this message of our sages in our everyday lives, especially con -

]//

As with the teachers . . this is intended in regard to the minor,

© petty details of the day to day routine. If they are appropriately
sequence long after the oppression has abat-
ed. For children retain the lessons they were :
taught in their youth, even after growing old. :
© -behold the children that I have raised! (lgros Kodesh, vol. 10, let. 3,310)

neglecting a “klaynikeit” - a minute deviation

dealt with, they will succeed in preparing a righteous and blessed
generation, whom they will accompany when proceeding to greet
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, proudly proclaiming, “r'uh giclulim shegidalty”

Bartle Orders

The Torah relates in Sidra Ki Sisah, that Moshe Rabbeinu
requested of the Almighty: “...I have found favor in Your eyes...  and

These words hold a very important lesson for all Jewish people,

This lesson is portrayed even in the most (seemingly) trivial and
insignificant details of one’s daily life:

When a Jew wishes to benefit from any kind of food or drink,
he first and foremost utters a blessing: “Shehakol nihiyeh bidvaro”,

all other nations of the world in every aspect of their lives.

A Jew must recognize that the Jewish people are distinct to all
other gentile nations. Yes, in spite of our being “scattered and dlis-
persed throughout the nations”, we remain “exalted beyond all

Consequently, if for whatever reason, there are Jews who are

Hashem” - “The Army of Hashem” - to explain this by example to
them.

By conducting himself in this manner, the Jew arouses the favor
of the Almighty (“/ have found favour in Your eyes”). That s, the Jew
finds favor in the eyes of the ‘Commander-in-Chief' of ‘Tzivos
Hashem’, the creator of all mankind, because he desires that every

to Tzivos Hashem, 16 Adar, 5743 - unedited)
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Educarion in THe Light of Chassidus

the Rebbes of Lubavirch

Reclaiming Jewish Dignity

From time immemorial, the Jewish nation collec-
tively professed a dignified indifference towards the
secular cultures of the world around them. Rather,
they maintained their conspicuous, traditional
Jewish lifestyle, mode of dress, demeanor and spirit.

In the following Sicha, the Rebbe’s words ring
with pain as he addressed the essential necessity for
a Jewish person to portray ‘yiddishe schtoltz’ (Jewish
conviction, courage and pride), unashamed of open
ly displaying his/her Judaism, despite what the secu-
lar world will think.

In addition, and perhaps, more importantly, the
Rebbe expressed an impassioned plea for “yiddishe
schtoltz’ particularly with regard to Jewish educa -
tion. To the Rebbe, raising a child with the ambition
to tally with the modes of the secular society, is
indeed, quite a disturbing phenomenon.

The Rebbe said:

Our sages tell us that when the Jewish people
were exiled in Egypt, they were marked by distinc-
tion by virtue of preserving (‘not changing) their tra-
ditional names, manner of dress and native tongue.

In spite of this, the end result is that we fail to pos
sess the appropriate strength of character, seeking
all possible tactics to make certain that the (one’s)
child should not be recognized as a Jew.

If the child has ‘pei‘os” (side-locks), they roll them
up-if they can't cut them off entirely; if he has tzitzis’
- they have him conceal them. One pursues all pos-
sible means to hide the child's Jewish identity.

When a “Yiddishe yingel' (Jewish boy) walks
down the street, it should be strikingly noticeable
from ‘miles away’ that ‘here walks a Jewish person!’
For the name *Yisroel is a mark of eminence; yet
instead one is ashamed of it!

Our sages tell us (Brochos 6a) that the intent of
the verse (Devarim 28:10) that states, “and all the
nations of the earth shall see the name of Gd
bestowed (‘called’) upon you’ and they will therefore

fear you” refers to the Jew who wears Tefillin.

dons Tefillin, and walks down the street, has the

tile be humbled (fall’) before him.

Where is the ‘yiddishe schtoltz

One fears that when their chid will walk down }
the street and will ask someone for directions, he will
speak English with a Yiddish accent, making it obvi-

ous that he is Jewish. They therefore teach him

English and various other Secular studies, defiling his

pure and innocent (‘childish’) mind.
It is precisely during the initial three years of a

nate his mind with English, Grammar and so on.

It’s All In The Mind

excessively, one fails to grasp anything at all!

is 'shochantie b’sochom’- to ‘dwell amongst them’,

mind and defile it with Secular studies.

In truth, one would rather have his child study
only Secular studies, but because he has a ‘zaide”
(grandfather), or one fears a certain Jew living in
New York... they also teach him Torah. Where s the '}

'yiddishe schtoltz'? (Sicha, Simchas Torah 5715 - unedited) ~ :

BH
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Our in the Open

The Rebbe writes:

.Irrespective of the factors that held up the practice of various
issues in the homes of Anash until now, whether concerning appro-
¢ priate dress, or suitable education -

| wish to further bring it to your attention, that from today
onwards, each and every Jewish woman without exception ought to
join the women of Anash who wear shaitlach in an effort to provide
their children with a true chassidishe chinuch and conduct all aspects

: of their home in a true chassidlishe spirit.

May the Almighty help you recognize the truth that it is really not

so difficult, and certainly nothing to be ashamed of chas v'sholom -
¢ heaven forbid. On the contrary, this should serve as a source of pride,
£ being that you have the strength [of character] to proceed undaunt-

ed when you walk in the street and your friends and acquaintances
A Jewish boy who has become ‘Bar-Mitzvah’,

behold that here walks a Jewish woman who adheres to Jewish tra-

:dition. So much so, that she is not willing to conceal it
power to have the most eminent, distinguished gen- :

[Furthermore, you ought to be proud] that your children know

 that they are distinct to all the other nations because they received

Yetin the end one is ashamed of this, and the :  the Torah, a Toras Chaim - Torah of ife and study it as the only foun-

place of the Tefilin one covers instead with hair... dation of their education. (Igros Kodesh vol. 10, p. 6)

’(Jewish conviction)? :

Judge A Jew By His Cover

The Torah states (Toldos 25:19): “And these are the offspring of
Yitzchok son of Avrohom - Avrohom begot Yitzchok”.

To explain the repetitive rhetoric of “Yitzchok the son of Aviohom
- Aviohom begot Yitzchok”, Rashi explains: The features of Yitzchok’s

£ countenance resembled those of Avrohom's. Consequently, all attest
 ed to the truth that “Avrohom begot Yitzchok'.

childs studies, when the foundations of his future
success are laid. Yet, instead of teaching the child : {4 the degree that one couldn't even distinguish between them. As
Limudei Kodesh’, they take the child and contami- ¢ ages tell us (Bava Metziah 87a), “one who wished to speak to
Avrohom, would speak instead to Yitzchok, and one who wished to
speak to Yitzchok, spoke instead to Avrohom”. This continued until

¢ Avrohom pleaded for Divine mercy, and miraculously grew a beard.

Truthfully, 1 wish that even the older ones (adults) :
wouldn't know of these subjects, how much more
so concerning a child. We ought to avoid these sub-

jects at least until the child is nine years old or twelve § " -
o L ¢ cerning Chassidic education:
years old. | would even insist that this be imple - :

mented even further for older ages but, as our sages

tellus: “tofastah m'rubah -Io tafastah’ - f one grasps that “Avrohom begot Yitzchok'. That is, when one looks at a Jewish

: child one ought to be able to behold and recognize that this is ‘the

The Almighty dechres that he doesn't need His : child of Avrohom’ whose countenance resembles the features of

Gan Eden, nor His Bais Hamikdash. All he wishes for

In fact, Yitzchok's appearance resembled the visage of Avrohom

This is indicated in the verse (Bereishis 24:1), “V’Avrohom Zaken” (lit.
‘Avrohom was old'), figuratively meaning ‘zaken’- he had a beard.
Aremarkable lesson can be derived from the above narrative con

A child's upbringing should result in everyone attesting to the fact

Avrohom -i.e. this is the child of a Chassid and ‘Tamim” etc.
Yet the only variance between them would be perhaps, that the

in the minds of Jewish children - this is where the father has already a mature long beard, whereas the childs beard has

Almighty wants to be. Yet instead, we ‘take’ this  :

yet to grow being that he is still a young child...

This can be accomplished by imbuing within the child - as soon
as he is brought into this world - the central principle of serving
Hashem - “fear the Almighty, love Him and remember Him always”
(Shulchan Aruch AdHaz, O.C. ch. 46:1), because as far as this is con-

cerned, “all (both young and old) are equally worthy” (Sefer Hasichos
i 5751 vol. 1,p. 135)
20
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Educartion in THE LI({I-!T of Chassidus

Home Economics

One of the most overwhelming influences on a
child’s life is the atmosphere of his home. Thus, in
an effort to raise upstanding Jewish children, one
should endeavor to imbue his/her home with a
pure spirit of Holiness.

That is to say, in addition to conducting one’s
home in a manner clearly distinct to an ordinary
Gentile home, one’s dwelling should be marked by
a particularly superior level of Holiness, even rela-
tive to the homes of those Jews who - although
observant of Torah and Mitzvos - nevertheless
heed to worldly ethics and values. One’s home
ought to be permeated only with the spirit of the
Torah, Yiddishkeit, sanctity and holiness.

That is, one need not pursue the modern trend;
one’s mode of conduct should impress upon one’s
household a detachment from worldly values and
ethics, to the point where even one’s children rec-
ognize that their father and mother are different:

Other women dress in clothes that do not nec-
essarily reflect a strong commitment to tznius
(modesty), but their mother dresses according to
the highest standards of tznius. Others do not
refrain from deceiving their fellow in business, but
their father does not attempt to deceive anyone,
and instead conducts his business scrupulously.

Even when a child is very young and cannot
appreciate the sanctity of the Torah’s path, the
child can however sense that his home is different
to all others, the child senses the theme of
Viflinu’. Thus, in this manner, the child will not
strive to model himself after the children around
him.

Upon seeing that other children conduct them-
selves improperly, this in itself indicates to him to
conduct himself differently. When he sees them

these are not the type of friends he should have.

When a Jewish child is taught from the earliest

ages onward to sense that he is different from all

children, he will not seek to learn from other chil- | 100k ateveryone with akindly eye. The truth

¢ is that the ability to regard everyone with a

instead. | Vaak foref : kindly eye was given to me. | was taught to
nstead, he travels away as Yaakov our forefa- |\ favorably upon another Jew.

ther did, and studies the Torah of the Almighty. :

Then even his ordinary speech reflects the teaching

of V'dlibarta bam’ (Devarim 6:7) - you shall speak ™ father why Hashem created man with

: two eyes, but with only one mouth and one

{ nose.
In this manner, even when he matures and like :
Yaakov, marries, establishes a family and engages

¢ know the alef-beis?”
in worldly affairs to support his family, he will still W :

dren when he grows older.

of them i.e. continually discuss Torah.

maintain fixed periods for Torah study every day.

In addition, when he involves himself with mate- R : , ,
. . . : that there’s a shin and a sin - what is the dif
rial concerns, he relies entirely on G-d and conse- : )
e . : ference between them?
quently conducts all his affairs strictly according to

the Torah'’s precepts. (Likutei Sichos vol. 3, p. 792) . .
i explained, “and asin has the dot on the left.”

No Stuffed Shirrs!

The previous Rebbe writes:

modestly and unassumingly.

were taught ‘hatsneya leches’
Hasichos 5703, p. 140)

BH

A Finger in Every Pie
The previous Rebbe writes:
The chinuch - education that my father

: gave me, began in my earliest childhood
! years.

Amongst the many directives of darkei
¢ hachassidus (Chassidic lifestyle) practiced
in a home of Chabad Chassidic orienta-
i tion, particularly in ‘beis Rebbe’ (the

: households of the Rebbeim) is, to make
: the child aware from a very young age to
¢ avoid being picky (meticulous) about
: what he eats or what he sleeps on.

taking from other peoples (‘foreign’) fields, not only :
gathering wild, ownerless plants like mandrakes... liness both in body and dress. ( Sefer

(Bereishis 30:14, Rashi), he understands that he : Hama‘amorim 5711, p. 167)

should not behave this way; he understands that

In addition, he should assure his clean-

In the Eye of the Beholder

The previous Rebbe once related:
People ask me why I am too kind, and

When [ was four years old, | once asked

In reply, my father asked me, “Do you
“Yes,” | answered.

My father asked further: “Do you know
“A shin has the dot at the right” |

My father then said: “There are things

¢ that one should look at with one’s right eye,

The chinuch (education) of former times and and there are things that one should look at

the hadrachah (guidance) of yesteryear ingrained with one’s left eye.

the virtue of ‘hatsneya leches’ - conducting oneself
i fellow Jew with one’s right eye, and one
It wasn't only that they would reject conspicu- ; Should look ata candy and a toy with one’s
ous or extraneous behavior, rather, it was seen as left eye.”
repugnant from childhood on. One would labor to :
eliminate them entirely, replacing them instead
with good character traits. First and foremost, we

- modesty. (Sefer : may be. (Likutei Dibburim vol. 4, p. 1412)

One should look into a Siddurand at a

From that time one, it was ingrained in
me, to look favorably upon a fellow Jew,
whoever he may be and in whatever state he

22
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Education in THe |_I(1|—|T of Chassidus

The News thar Doesn’t Make it 1o the Papers...

The inclusion of Secular studies in Chabad
Yeshivos has always sparked much controversy.
Although the Rebbe sanctioned their inclusion in
various institutions due to particular circum -
stances, the Rebbe’s position is nevertheless clear
and unequivocal as one of reluctance, and
encouragement to avoid them as much as possi-
ble.

In the following sicha, the Rebbe addressed the
disturbing absence of ample motivation in various
Yeshivos to study Limudei Kodesh while simulta-
neously displaying great fanfare when success in
Secular studies has been achieved.

The Rebbe said:

“Numerous Yeshivos in this country feel com-
pelled to teach Secular studies. Yet, although there
may be legitimate pretext for the incorporation of
these subjects, there are however many students
in these Yeshivos who also study vast amounts of
the Talmud and Mishna by-heart, or advance in
their observance of Mitzvos etc.

What justification is there, then, for disregard-
ing these magpificent achievements?

The Shakespeare Hysteria

He may have learned one hundred blatt
(pages) by-heart, two hundred blatt, or even sev-
eral tractates, yet these simply fail to be noticed! -
the principals, teachers and even the parents
seem to be oblivious to them!

Yet when it comes time for the ‘Regents, or as
termed in this country, the ‘contest, great excite-
ment takes place. It's when the child is successful
at studying the works of Shakespeare or some
other drunken Gentile when great excitement
ensues; it's when a child knows it by heart and can
identify a mistake made in the laws of grammar -
that'’s when the fuss is made!

[t's when he can explain how Shakespeare

described man’s characteristics and behavior;

when the examiners award him with a certificate tor of an insfitution of this kind, and says:

declaring that he knows what Shakespeare :

accomplished and how he effected the world at : tive, fine. But at least go into your private quarters and melt

¢ in tears over why your Divinely dictated service has to be

Then the Faculty, the Principal (of course the carried out by such means!

laymen of the community, and all the newspa-
pers), enthusiastically publicize their accomplish-

ments. They want everybody to be aware that rashah’). (Sicha, Purim 5722 - unedited)

large - then the tremendous excitement is made.

they took a student who could have studied

Jewish studies all day, and had him bound to ‘the
feast of the Rasha’ (“Miseudaso shel oso rashah”) -

whether it be Shakespeare or any other!

the subject to perfection.

Granted, the study of Secular subjects in this

particular circumstance is compulsory and there miraculous indeed (as you describe in your letter), and

may be no alternative. But why ‘derive pleasure

from this feast?” Why should one derive pleasure i dimension of Torah) and chassidus (the inner dimension of

from Gentile “wisdom”? True, the Torah tells us; : Torah) are studied. You ought to recognize that you have

“there is wisdom amongst the Nations”, but why been guided from on High to a condition thatis good both

i materially and spiritually.

should one derive pleasure from this?

Why is it so admirable that a student knows

what Shakespeare wrote? Why haven’t they print-
i you from studying properly. You ought to ignore them

entirely and devote yourself to the daily study of nigleh

Such would not be acting ‘beyond the letter of and chassidus, with great diligence.

the law,’ but rather the bare minimum. For by i
neglecting to encourage the study of Limudei
¢ when the time is ripe. Don't confuse yourself at this age
with earning a livelihood (‘parnasah’), as this is something

ed in the newspaper that their students studied
vast amounts of the Talmud by-heart?

Kodesh, one undermines the foundations of wor-
thy Torah education!

- The student recognizes that he is encouraged
and held in great esteem with respect to his erudi-
tion of a book written by a Rasha, but his study of

Abayei and Rava is taken for granted.
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: ther tearing children away from Torahstudy, involving
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¢ providing pure and holy education (“al taharas hakodlesh”)!

are consequently conveyed to the children as well.
And yet in spite of this, the school that succeeds in fur-

utable, esteemed school and the more it regards itself as

The principle issue here is that the approach to teaching

these subjects in various Yeshivos is mistakenly perceived
: as one of observing a Mitzvah.

Considering that it is imperative to teach these subjects

for the sake of monetarily sustaining the Yeshivah or per-
i haps to encourage apprehensive parents to enroll their chik
dren, one must profess to be capable of defiling the child's
¢ mind with Secular studies.”

At this point the Rebbe directed his remarks to the direc

Granted, if it appears to you that you have no alterna-

Yetinstead one is gratified with a child who derives ben
efit from the feast of a Rasha (‘ne’heneh miseudaso shel oso

Business Strategies ‘for Dummies’
The Rebbe writes:

I received your letter in which you briefly describe the

The child succeeded to the point that even a events that brought you to Tomchei Tmimim. You con-

Gentile-whether a Jewish ‘Gentile’ or even a non- | clude that being that you are now fifteen-and-a-half years

Jewish Gentile - acknowledged that he mastered : of age, you wish to inguire whether or not you ought to

i leave Yeshivah in order to pursue a profession.

It is quite obvious that your reaching the Yeshivah is

especially a Yeshivah where both nigleh (the revealed

In addition, realize that in order to test you, the Evil
Inclination subjects you to various thoughts that prevent

Certainly, He who provides the livelihood and suste-
nance for all mankind will also provide a livelihood foryou

that is entirely contingent upon the Almighty.

Attaching oneself to G-d's Torah and Mitzvos is a phe-
nomenal way to ease the stress of earning a livelihood in

the future. Leaving the ‘tent of Torah’ early simply inter-
The result of this attitude being entertained by
the Faculty as well as by the parents, such ideals

feres. May Hashem grant you success in Torah-study and
Fear of Heaven. (Likkutei Sichos vol 22, p. 390)
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